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retarded by a shortage of boilers and radiators, and huts have had
to make do with temporary heating expedients.
In spite of these drawbacks, the progress in general has been
satisfactory. A Circular of 1945 asked education authorities to
begin active experiment to discover the most effective methods of
training pupils in citizenship. In 1948 a series of conferences was
held with the object of pooling the experience that had been
acquired, and a summary of the discussions is to be published in
the near future. Some interesting experiments were carried out in
regard to education for leisure and social and recreational activi-
ties. Thus the Highlands and Islands Film Guild operated six
mobile-cinema vans in Inverness, Argyll, and Skye. A similar
service was provided by the Orkney Education Authority. A good
attendance was secured and many of the islanders saw a film for
the first time in their lives. The Department also co-operated with
the Scottish Music Committee in encouraging the formation of
choral, listening, and instrumental, groups.
One of the most important achievements has been in connection
with the youth service. In 1943 the Department asked the Scottish
Youth Advisory Committee to undertake an inquiry into the needs
of youth, how far they were met by existing agencies, and into the
influences that lead to a sound development of character and to
the prevention of anti-social conduct and juvenile delinquency. The
result was the publication in 1945 of the report entitled The Needs
of Youth in These Times. The committee, in its report to the Secre-
tary of State, emphasised, "We believe this to be the first occasion
on which a Minister of State has given a committee an opportunity
of taking into comprehensive review all the needs and possibilities
of that stage of human development which we call* youth,* of con-
sidering the vitally important period of transition from childhood
to manhood and womanhood as the integral process which it really
is." Those who read the report will agree that the committee made
full use of the opportunity and produced a valuable and compre-
hensive report which dealt with the psychological, social, religious,
and cultural, aspects of the problem. The first report was followed
by another dealing with the way in which the youth service should try
to provide for the needs of youth, and how it should be organised,
developed, and controlled to this end.
The reports bore fruit in the appointment by the Secretary of
State in 1947 of-the Scottish Committee for the Training of
Community Centre Workers and Youth Leaders. This committee